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Bat I cannot help asking your Opinion and beg- 
ging you to confider, Whether, upon the Whole^ 
the Virtues of this Medicine may not reafonably be 
thought to extend to many other Cafes; and parti- 
cularly to the Epilepfy and Plague. But, whatever 
Judgment you may form of the Medicine which com- 
mon Good-will to my Fellow-creatures obliges me 
to recommend to your Thoughts, I in treat, and hope^ 
you will pardon my Prefumption in going fo far be- 
yond my own Province , feeing I (hall always be, with 
the higheft Efteem, and fmcereft RefpeiS-, 

Tour mofi obliged^ and 

and mqfi obedient Servant^ 

Andr. Reid, 

XIX. De Planta minus cognita, & hadenus 
non defcripta, Commentarius : Audlore 
Gulklmo Watfon^ Regi^ Soietatis So- 
dale. 

GEASTER Volvffi Radiis & Operculo 
elevatis. 

■^tadm Engiifh >'n£yf^7'^/?appellaturplantarum ge- 
?;.';."; JI.1vi VT nus a Michelio conflrudum ; cujus 
Aiteratiom. quinquc fpccics accuratiffimus idem 

^u<aor dctexir^ atquc in tra^Satu tuo de novis plantarum 

generibus 



[ ^35 ] 

generibus adumbravit. Denominatur autem ex idiomatc 
Gf^co('>'5i terra, &aV'^pftella), propter angulosquofdam 
acutiores e centro radiatim excurrentes in omnibus 
hujus plantae fpeciebus, eo ritu, quo ftcilarum co- 
rufcarioncs in pidura cfEnguntur, 

Cum Lycoperdo (a) Tournefortii & [b) Linnsi^ 
vel Bovifta (c) Dillenii, cum [d) Lycoperdoide, Lyco- 
pcrddftro, & {e) Carpobolo Mkhelit, proxiniam affiai- 
tatem obtinet hocce genus. (/) Linnmts eriam, 
necnon in generibus a Linn£0 datis (iaudabili fane 
inftituto) fcdator ejus {£) Rojenus, omnes lias plan- 
t:iS fub Lycoperdi nomine gencrico complexi funt* 
Salva tamcn reverentia, qua eximios iftos in arte 
botanica vires colam, quorum legibus^ in omnium 
fereplantarum generibus a fola frudificatione firman- 
dis, licet in ceteris partibusminime conveniant, arete 
adiiasreos in multis certe tarn ex Linn£i Cryptoga- 
miis, quam ex Royeni Cryptanthcris, ad liabitum 
plantarum, ctiam in generibus conftitucndis, fpcftare 
oporret, idque in Fungis, Fucis, Algis, forfitan & in 
Capillaribus, maxime neccffarium effe vidctur. 

Ad defcriptionem mirificse hujus plants concinnan- 
dam, in trcs partes diftrahcre lubuit, Volvam fciiiccr, 
Operculum, & Fruftincationemj quas feorftm trader? 
nunc aasrediar, 

Voiva (ut non cum T^ltnio tantum, itd, & Clu(io\ 
aliifque recentioribus loquar) concava eft, calycis ior- 
mam rcpra^fentans, cujus diameter fefquipoilicem 
^quat. Lata huic calyci adcft bafis^ e centro cujus, 

dum 



ia) In^tic. R. Herb. p. %G%, (h) Linn. Gen. Pi.nr. p. <rio. 

{i)Cat. Giff, p.. 196. id) Mtckel nova Plant. Gen. f. 221. {e) Ibl 
(f) Linn G^a, 510. H.CliJfljrt. p. 4.75. y^) Ficr. Lejd^nj. 

Prod. p. 518. 



,dum adhuc planta adokfcar, radiculas fibrofas, raras 
tanicn more gcntis, emittit, cidcm nutrimentum fub- 
miniilrantes. Cum vcro toti huic ftirpium famiiias 
iiaiiiidiras minimc fit grata, radiculs una cum volvas 
ccntrOjCuicianr infixa:, anrcquam ad mamritatcm per- 
vcniat planta, marccfcunt, qua de caufa in bafis fundo' 
foramen confpicltur. Voiva autcm, poftquam ad tcr- 
tiam poliicis partem furrcxerit, fit quadrifida, iaci- 
nils gaudcns obcufc lanccolatis, ad apices parum re- 
fiexis, ad margines vero integris. Huic voivis vis 
claftica tribuitur $ color cxternus cO: cinereus cum 
fupcrficie inxquali, internus vero laevis & albicans. 

A fingulis volva: laciniarum reflexarum apicibuspars 
plants alTurgit, quam operculum voco. Ab hoc a 
commiflliris cum volva fenfim fe exteadentc, binicon- 
flantur forniccs ad angulos rectos intercurrcntes, quo- 
rum altitudo a volvac laciniis feiquipoUiccm paruni 
fdperat. Operculi denfitas & craffitudo corticem Cin- 
namomi ^mulantur 5 ad margines nonnihil fefe inver- 
tit j color introrfum albicat, cxtrorfum flavo rubefcir. 
His addatur, quod membraoa qua:dam fufca, imparl- 
ter quadripartita, fornicis utriufque culmini adha^rer. 

Ex operculi centro jam deicripti, pedicuio quartam 
circiter poliicis partem alto fullentatam eminec peri- 
carpium, oblate globofum, colore fufcum, ad polii- 
cis duas partes tcrtias latum, capitello papaverino 
a.aiulum. Foramen circulare hujus pericarpii fum- 
mum culmcn occupat, in quo cernuntur lamella qu^- 
dam per longitudinem totam intus parictibus pericar- 
pii adnata:, materia ianuginofaquadam confetti, qui- 
bus tanquam placentis adherent fub pulveris fubtiiif- 
ilmi forma/ femina numerofa. 

Multis 
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Miiftis forte rci herbaria: fcientia imbutis cogiiitu 
diliicillimura videatur, quibus modis, dam planra ad- 
huc vigcat, operculo & pericarpio idoneum fuppedi* 
tarur nutrimcntum. His igitiir notata digiiuiii lit, 
quod in plants ftata tcncriore, voiva & operciilum 
cum radiis fuis humi prociimbunt, pifcibus iicii^ ma- 
rina: dictis baud abllmilia, matcriaquc quadam gclati- 
nofa iiiiiul coniuncia, cujus ope una ciuii pericarpio 
ac femine nutriunmr. la hoc rim dantur omncs 
Geaftri fpccies a laudato Mkhelk propoliis^ paritcr 
ac FtmgMS Creptus Lupi diSius carmatus & inferne 
JieiiafMS, ab cgregio {a) Ram noftro primiim meniora- 
rus, cujus in tcitia Synopfcos Stirpium Brirannicaruni 
(S) editione icoa exhibctur^ Maturo autem femine, 
gclarinofa materia qu^ volvam & operculum intcr- 
currit jam trcfcit. Hiiic rigida fiunt & eiaftica ^ qua 
de caufa, fi contaclus ad laciniarum apices demas, 
divifa ccrnuntur. His ita effeclis confurgunt fenfmi 
volv^ radii, operculum, &fructu$, turriculamque for- 
iiicarum totaplanta proxime rcpra^fenrar, Hic ratio- 
cinandi modus (crefcentem cnim perfcrutandi facul- 
tas nemini adhuc fuic concefla) vix ullum dubiuin 
admittiCi cum non fabulum tantum, fed ctiam la-^ 
piltum, hoc ipfo tempore confpicuam, compicditur* 
voivae tunica exterior rugis obfita. Quio auctori- 
late ctiam Mkheiiana certiores facli famus, (r) Car- 
pobolum(Gca(!ro, utfupradixi,valdeaffinem) non oper- 
culum tantum ex cavo ad convexum fubievarc polfe, 
momento vcro remporis ea violentia hoc effici, utfru- 
ftum fuam parvum ac globofum in a. turn cjacaictur* 

Hajus 



mm 



{a, Raii SynnpL Edit. 2d. p. t6, 
nova Piani\ Gen. Tab. ioi. 



(k^ Tab. L 



(c) Mkhflii 
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Hujus plantas excmplaria duo, nee plura videre con- 
tigir, communicavit mecum amicitia conjunctiffi- 
mus Robertus Nkholls pharmacopsus LondinenfiSy 
primi fubfcUii botanicus; cujus non tantum ardorcm, 
fed etiam ingenium fcicntiam naturalem promoven- 
do, multotics ipfe fui experrus. Majus horum, baud 
procul a Reading'^ — • Merrick, M. D. coliegit j mi- 
nus vcro prope Wickham in agro Cantiano nafccbatur. 
Sub Martii menfis fincm ambo provenerunt. 

Tab. IL Fig. ii. 

A. Pericarpium. 
B^ Operculum. 
C. Volva- 

Fig. 12. 

Pericarpium antice vifum 5 cujus 
A. Foramen circulare. 



ERRATA 

In T age 198, Line 13. for AbduBores read A^- 
duBores. 5P/172, /. 28. for ^, read ib. P. 2co,for 
XV, read XVL P. 225, for Alex, read Andr. 
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